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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 11-14, 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hechtl 
et al (Hechtl). Hechtl discloses a dishwasher comprising a door 2, a container 5 with an 
open side to be closed by said door, and a door seal 10. The door seal further 
comprises a fixing part 13 that is adapted for connection to the edge of the washing 
container at part 8 and a sealing element 15 adapted for mounting on an underside of 
the dishwasher door at part 22. The door seal itself comprises a strip 1 1 . The fixing 
part, strip, and sealing element are constructed in one piece and contribute to the 
sealing effect on the edge of the washing container. The sealing strip is shown to be 
constructed free of any reinforcing means made of different material. Hechtl discloses 
that the seal is made of elastomeric material, which the examiner finds to be readable 
on an elastic plastic due to their prevalence in the art. Applicant claims that the plastic 
can be a "selected one of thermoplastic plastic and non-thermoplastic plastic". Thus, 
any plastic reads on this claim. 

3. Claims 11-14, 16, 18-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
EP 1281345 ('345). '345 discloses a dishwasher comprising a door, container, and 
elastic plastic door seal (see figures 2 and 3). Parts M and R read on the fixing area 
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and sealing element respectively. Little patentable weight is given to the phrase, 
"frame-shaped hollow profile", as it doesn't point to specific structure. Furthermore, item 
R has multiple sides (at least one rib N) and can read on a frame that is hollow (see 
figure 2). '345 also discloses a sealing lip L and additional longitudinal ribs N. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hechtl in 
view of Bertsch et al (Bertsch). Hechtl states that the fixing area is U shaped, but does 
not disclose protruding resilient members. Bertsch discloses a plastic splash guard with 
a similar U shaped fixing area for attachment (figure 3). Bertsch also discloses teeth 58 
to aid in retaining the splash guard. It would have been obvious at the time of invention 
to modify Hechtl and include teeth, as disclosed by Bertsch, to further fasten the fixing 
element. 

6. Claims 16, 19-20 rejected 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hechtl in 
view of French Publication 2788741 (741). As stated previously, "frame-shaped hollow 
profile" is considered to be language that has little patentable weight, as it is not a 
sufficiently limiting description of the applicant's invention and many devices can read 
on it. Additionally, hollow seals are known in the home appliance art. 741 discloses a 
peripheral door seal 38 that has a hollow structure and exterior and interior ribs (see 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,694 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1792 

figure 7). Tlnus, such a structure was l^nown at tine time of invention. It would have 
been obvious at the time of invention to modify Hechtl and include a hollow seal with 
internal and exterior ribs, as disclosed by '741 , as it was a functionally equivalent 
sealing means with obvious and predictable results to one of ordinary skill. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON HECKERT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2702. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Barr/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 1792 
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